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he centennial

square on
Lebanon Country Club’s back
patio is the perfect symbol.

It commemorates the club’s 100th birth-
day, celebrated in 2020 amid the COVID-19
pandemic. Members, as part of centennial
fundraising, purchased stones in the square
— birthday wishes, in memoriam, etc. The
Lebanon community, in preserving names past
and present, participated in an effort to enhance
the Lebanon experience. Force of habit here.

Then there’s the stone itself and what it
represents. Lebanon, at 100 years old, is as
solid as a rock, with membership steady at 295.
Traces of stone embedded in the terrain still exist
throughout the golf course. A stonewall sl lines
the perimeter of the club’s property.

Lebanon, built brick-by-brick by blue collar
in 1920, pulsates with every shot struck on its
unheralded yet unparallel Alexander Findlay
design.

“When you have a private club and a board
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of governors that are doctors, lawyers and Indian
chiefs who may or may not be qualified to run
a business of this size, the golf course is what
sustained everybody to keep coming back,”
Christian Sheehan, the club’s professional, said.
“You can make [inancial mistakes. You can make
poor decisions with membership. But the golf
course is what sets this place apart. Every club
in America can have stumbling blocks in their
history. The golf course is what saves it. If it’s
that good, people will continue to come. And
if you're surrounded with people who promote
that, then they will continue to come.”
Figuratively speaking, a glowing light sur-
rounded approximately 200 acres of Lebanon
farmland in 1920. The club’s origin is story-
book. A group of prominent citizens seeks to
start a country club. It appoints a lawyer, Charles
Killinger, and a prominent businessman, Jim
Shenk, to find a location for said club.
Voila. The adjoining farms of Abraham B.
Horst and Samuel B. Horst fit the desired bill.
A stop on the Hershey Electric Railway, the
lone means of public transportation in that era,
sits a stone’s throw from the property, thereby

reinforcing the site selection.

“The train used to go down Oak Street. It
stopped at the original entrance to the club,”
Peter Gebhard, who's served as Lebanon’s pres-
ident for three years, said. “You got off the train
and walked through an opening in the rock wall,
and that's how you got on the property. [The
opening] is still there.”

During a Lebanon Chamber of Commerce
charter meeting on March 31, 1920, officials
authorized development of the site — bound by
wrain, boundless in opportunity. The estimated
$60,000 project included bam improvements to
accommodate club activities and the construc-
tion of a swimming pool and skating pond,
given the presence of Beck Creek.

Lebanon hired the renowned Findlay, fresh off
completing Llanerch Country Club in Haver-
town, Pa., as golf course architect.

“He did a lot of work around here. He was
here in 1920, and that’s when we built the back
nine,” Gebhard, 77, of Lebanon, Pa., said. “It
was originally a nine-hole course with an 18-hole
plan. We built the front nine in 1930. Did Find-
lay build the front nine? Well, we don't know






